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Preface to this new Edition
This small volume represents the first book that I ever wrote and published. It was before Other
Little Ships came into being.
My wife, Terri, and I were invited by the members of the Vanndale Baptist Church to come and
serve as pastor and wife in 1980 and we lived and served there until 1985. Our time there was
very important to us and our ministry (my second pastorate) for it was very formative. It shaped
and made us. The people who we came to serve and love there, and were served and loved in
return, prepared us for the ministry that we would perform for the rest of our lives.
We are still who we became while at Vanndale.
I was attending school in Memphis (Mid-America Baptist Theological Seminary), we were both
very young and still green and inexperienced. We weren’t parents yet, but we would learn how to
raise children as our friends there taught us.
Vanndale was home to us for five years. The members of the church and the community were
our family. We had never been so far away from North Alabama, Moms and Dads, Brothers and
Sisters, and Grandparents before, so our hearts were divided into two places. Ultimately, God
called us back to our first home, but He had brought us to Vanndale so that we could learn to
touch and be touched by His sweet folks there.
I began preaching when I was fourteen, so I already had a great deal of experience preparing,
writing, and delivering messages, teaching lessons, and telling stories. But my life experiences
were lacking and I had a great many things to learn and some tall growing to do. Terri and I were
in school in more ways than one, and when it was time for us to graduate it was difficult for us to
leave. I never pass a single day without thinking of someone we came to know or something that
happened in our lives while we were in that small church beside the railroad tracks.
I wrote and published Among the Sweetest just before we departed, and presented it to the church
as a goodbye gift. A thank you gift.
I took the title from the first words of a poem written by Birdie Fitzgerald Jolly in 1916. You will
read about her in the history and learn about the important part that she played in the founding
and sustaining of the church, and how her life and service to God made the writing of the history
possible.
I have not changed the book to any great degree. (Some of the photo designations were confused
in the original printing. Those I corrected. Some formatting improved). I hope that you will
accept it again as another opportunity for me (us) to say “thank you.”
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Introduction
Churches are people.
Not just in the spiritual sense as Baptists hold from scriptures, but also in a real and physical, or
one could say in a metaphysical sense.
Congregations have character, individuality, personality, and a will which is found in its view of
its purpose and commission.
Churches also have a history, a past, a genealogy of family lines, and a singularity of its
members from its beginning which gives it a unity through time.
Churches change over the years as people do, and yet the essence, running deep, remains the
same. To lose sight or knowledge of that basic essence is to lose the vitality of existence that will
ultimately foil the progress toward achievement of its purpose and commission.
At the Last Supper of our Lord, as recorded in John 13, one sees that this knowledge compelled
Him to complete his mission. Judas, having already made his decision of betrayal has left the
scene. John in 13:3, tells that Jesus had clear knowledge of his capability (all things were given
into His hands), He knew His origin (He was from God), and He therefore knew His destiny (He
was returning to God).
Because of His knowledge He was prepared to serve His friends (washing their feet) and to save
his friends (dying for their sins). After having full assurance of Himself He assured His followers
of His essence. “Ye call me Master and Lord; and ye say well; for so I AM (vs. 13).”
The church is the Body of Christ and in character with that representation it must know “Who He
is” and it must also know the answer to the question “Who am I?” The identity of a congregation
is related directly to God’s reason for raising it up in a community. In that sense, heritage
becomes as important as faith in the existence of a religious body.
Such is the reason for recording the history of such a body. Not a “looking back from the plow”
and thus not being “fit for the Kingdom,” but an evaluation of present Kingdom fitness in light of
past plowing, so that future work might be worthy of that past.
In the research of that past (for this particular church) the author has found an abundance of
numbers, figures, and statistics, but it has not been his desire to portray these so much as the
people encountered on faded pages and from the hearts of those who remember.
In that way he has captured the true spirituality, and genuine sentimentality; the heartbeat of a
person. A church. Your church. The Vanndale Baptist Church.

Chapter 1 Vanndale
As the people are the church, the people are the community. A knowledge of the setting,
therefore, is essential to an understanding of the subject.
Arkansas became of age as a state during the most turbulent time of our nation’s history. The
Arkansas Territory was settled during the nation’s gradual move West and carried slavery and its
problems with it.
The area that was to be established as the “County of Cross” in 1862 was first pioneered by a
family of McCallisters who settled near what was to become Vanndale.1 They apparently
continued West, however, and the Thomas P. Hare family is recorded as one of the first
permanent white settlers of the area, setteling a half mile from the site of present-day Vanndale.2
The Hares have always been of a strong Methodist persuasion and they, no doubt, were very
instrumental in bringing their faith to the East Arkansas area. Goodspeed records Thomas F.
Hare as a minister and associates him with the Mt. Zion Methodist Episcopal Church, South,
which was organized from a charge under the leadership of Rev. R. G. Brittain in 1848.3 The
church was moved to Vanndale in 1885 and is flourishing there still as a joint charge with the
Cherry Valley Methodist Church.4
Because waterways were the first gates for expansion and commerce, the first county seat of
Cross County was temporarily placed at a town named Wittsburg on the St. Francis River at the
foot of Crowley’s Ridge.5
The instability of the area, however, was cause for the seat to be moved first to Cleburne and
then to Vanndale in 1886.6 The railroad created a more sound base for operations than the rivers
did for the founding of a strong town. The first courthouse for the county was built at Vanndale
in 1888, the ruins of which still remain.
In 1903 the seat of the county was moved to Wynne and the empty courthouse was purchased by
a James Lewellan. Under his ownership the rooms and offices of the building were used for
various and sundry enterprises from time to time. Among them were business, boarding, school,
public meetings, and of special note – religious meetings.
Though the Methodists and Presbyterians were the evangelical force for the Gospel on the new
frontier they opened the doors gladly to and for other faiths.
By 1904 there were 1,464 Southern Baptist Churches in the state of Arkansas.7 In 1907 there
were 41 SBC church founded.8 One of them began from a public religious meeting led by a
Home Missionary by the name of Rev. Paul Murphy in what had been the Cross County
Courthouse. Two people were converted as a result of the meetings and they joined others of
previous confession and of Baptist persuasion in chartering the First Baptist Church of
Vanndale.9
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Chapter 2 The First Baptist Church of Vanndale
The Gospel was probably first preached by Baptists in the Arkansas Territory in 1814, with the
first Baptist church formed in 1818.1 The state was a part of the bridge crossed by thousands
seeking their Manifest Destiny in the country’s Westward growth. Many chose to settle in
Arkansas instead of continuing a long hard journey. Many of those who came were Baptists.
Many more were to become Baptists.
By 1896 there were 1,240 Baptist Churches, 875 Baptist preachers, and 10,540 Baptist Church
Members in the state.2 From 1904 to 1928 Baptists in Arkansas were to experience an
unprecedented growth and expansion.
Church planting became the occupation and conviction of hundreds of Baptist preachers,
deacons, and laymen. Churches sprang up in the homes of Arkansans, in school buildings, in
stores, and in any conceivable structure that was available for public meetings.
At the beginning this this century, Vanndale, Arkansas was a thriving, boisterous county seat
town and community. And though the center of Cross County political life was moved to the city
of Wynne in 1903, the particular event did not immediately alter the city of Vanndale nor its
residents to any notable degree. The presence of such vitality and the absence of a Baptist
Church were two factors which would eventually catch the attention of mission-minded local
evangelists of the Baptist faith.
Sometime during the summer of 1907 the retired courthouse, it primary function at that time
being to house the local high school, became the setting for a series of protracted religious
meetings.3 The Mt. Zion Southern Baptist Association of Churches initiated the services by
sending a Brother Paul Murphy as a representative “Home Missionary.”4
The services were intended to be evangelistic in nature; reaching the lost of the community for
Christ. Several people were indeed converted (Misses Lettie Crawford and Carrie Green) but the
greater impact lay in the creation of an interest among the converts and others who had attended i
the establishment of a “Missionary Baptist Church.”5
The following September, those interested individuals met once again to officially charter a
Baptist Church. Brother Murphy returned to preside over the inaugural meeting which was to
establish a charter of 13 members.
Apparently after the official proceedings were concluded, a message was preached and an
invitation was given. Two candidates for membership came forward in response to the invitation
and the Church had begun its journey on a very good ground.
From among the first members, a selection was made for the organization of a pastor-search
committee. After a month’s prayerful consideration, the first pastor was called (Bro. J.N.
Robertson) and the small flock began to meet at the courthouse once a month (quarter time).
News of the stability and growing spirituality of the church began to draw folks of Baptist
persuasion from miles around.

Baptists who lived in Vanndale or near called for their letters of membership from distant
Churches, the Lord continued to add new converts, and the First Baptist Church of Vanndale
began to grow and prosper in fellowship.

Brother Murphy
Extensive research has failed to produce a detailed biography of the founder of of the Church.
The most reliable reference to his existence is in a 1929 Homecoming article printed by Mrs.
B.F. Jolly, who was a charter member.
Therein, he is referred to as a “missionary of the Mt. Zion Association.”6
The word “missionary,” however, was not as technical a term then as it is today. The use of this
term may not imply any official ordination or Convention designation. It may simply carry its
most literal sense of one who is sent to accomplish a mission or specific task.
There are no records in the minutes of the Mt. Zion Association of the formal commission of a
Brother Paul Murphy as a preacher representing its Churches in teaching, preaching in
community meetings, or in church planting.
Further, there is no mention of Brother Murphy in the Arkansas Baptist State Convention
minutes from 1900 to 1910 and no listing is to be found in the Arkansas Evangel from 1907 to
1908. He is not listed as a missionary in any sense nor is his name found among the lists of
Arkansas ministers who were licensed or ordained during the first decade of the 20th Century.
He is not listed in the records of the Home Mission Board of the Southern Baptist Convention.
Without Mrs. Jolly’s preserved record as a primary source, our Brother Paul Murphy would be
nameless altogether. Perhaps he would wish it so himself. He would certainly wish for all praise
for his work to go to his God. He may have been a zealous deacon after the mold of a Stephen or
a dedicated layman who saw a need and committed himself to its resolution.
Whoever he was his work endures and his spirit of devotion continues among the present
members. His God is glorified in his present anonymity and the Vanndale Baptist Church is
grateful for his past service.

A Community Project
The church still possesses a faded sheet of paper which was used as a community register in
1910 for recording the names of individuals who pledged contributions of money, materials, or
labor for the purpose of building a Baptist meeting house in Vanndale.
The document is introduced with this paragraph:

“We, the undersigned named persons, hereby agree to give the sum of money set
opposite our names for the purpose of erecting a Baptist Church house in the town
of Vanndale, Cross County, Arkansas.”
The total amount pledged was $579.15. This along with gifts from among its membership and a
promissory note from the bank, provided for the purchase of a small plot of ground (the sited of
the present Church) and the building of a small one-roomed structure with modest furnishings.7
The list includes members of the church, community, and county in a display of genuine
generosity. Below are the names which appear with the biographical information about some,
simply honorable mention of others.
1. John W. Killough
Mr. Killough was born September 6, 1840 and fought in the Civil War as a Confederate
soldier. He gave $50.00 to the Church which was an extremely generous gift in those
days. He died May 7, 1914 and is buried in Vanndale Cemetery.
2. S.H. Jolly
Mr. Jolly was born February 29, 1860 and was the husband of Mrs. Birdie Fitzgerald
Jolly. Mr. Jolly was a member of the Church but was not involved with the founding of
the church as was his wife. She was a charter member.
He was involved in the building of the Church, however, and contributed $25.00 toward
its construction. He did not enjoy his new Church for long, though, for he died only three
years after its completion on December 4. He is buried at the Vanndale Cemetery.
3. S.A. Gooch
Samuel Amos Gooch was born in Mississippi in October of 1873 and married Miss
Augusta Cornelia Halk at the age of 25. He was serving as the County Judge in Cross
County during the time of the construction of the Wynne courthouse and also served as
a Representative in the Arkansas General Assembly for three terms.8
Judge Gooch was a charter member of the First Baptist Church at Vanndale and is here
recorded as having contributed $50.00 for the first building. He died in 1941 and is
buried at the Cogbill Cemetery.
4. Dr. J.L. Griffin
Dr. J.L. Griffin was born in Mississippi on October 14, 1847. He received his medical
degree at the University of Tennessee Medical School and began his practice in Vanndale
in 1904.9 He was a charter member of the First Baptist Church of Vanndale and is here
listed as having contributed $50.00 to the first building. Dr. Griffin died in 1952 and is
buried at the Vanndale Cemetery.
5. John Q. Thomas
Mr. Thomas was born in North Carolina in February of 1835 and settled near the early
town of Wittsburg, Arkansas to marry Miss Jossie C. Robertson.10
He was a prominent businessman in Cross County and he was also a charter member of
the First Baptist Church in Vanndale. He is listed here as having contributed $50.00 to

the fund for the first Church building. Mr. Thomas died August 3, 1919 and is buried at
the Vanndale Cemetery.
6. A.M. Pope
Mr. Albert Pope was a successful merchant in the city of Vanndale, who came to
Arkansas in 1852 engaging in farming and stock-raising and finally became associated
with Mr. T.D. Hare in the pharmacy business.11 He contributed $30.00 toward the
building fund.

J.M. Vann
(Photo from Chowning)
7. J.M. Vann
John Maget Vann was born July 5, 1845 in the state of Tennessee and came to Arkansas
in 1851.12 He served during the Civil War on the side of the Confederacy and returned
home to become a leading merchant in Cross County.
Mr. Vann set up a dry goods store in Wittsburg but moved to Cleburne to establish a
mercantile and Post Office which bore the name “Vanndale.” When the railroad traffic
caused the commercial interest and centers of the county to shift, Mr. Vann moved his
business to its most thriving point and carried the acquired name of his store with him.
Thus, Vanndale received its name.13
Mr. Vann contributed $10.00 to the Baptist’s building program. He died in 1911 and is
buried at Vanndale Cemetery.
8. W.F. Gardner
William Gardner was born May 21, 1861. He was a faithful Methodist who contributed to
the Baptist enterprise ($5.00). He was born in the Pineville community 2 miles S.E. of
Vanndale and spent his life respectfully as a farmer. HE died January 8, 1934 and is
buried in the Vanndale Cemetery.
9. V.L. Robinson
Mr. Vincent Lee Robinson was born January 6, 1871, his wife’s name was Leela. He

gave $2.00 to the Baptists for their building project. He died September 10, 1955 and is
buried at Cogbill Cemetery.
10. J.R. Stroup
Mr. John Stroup was born in 1858. He gave a donation of $2.50. He died in 1927 and is
buried in Akins Cemetery.
11. C.W. Calhoun
Mr. Charles Calhoun was born February 18, 1880. He contributed $2.50 for his pledge.
He died on February 12, 1953 and is buried at the Memorial Park Cemetery in Memphis,
Tennessee.
12. W.E. Liddel
There is no pledge amount given by Mr. Liddel’s name on the sheet, which may mean
that he was promising to give but did not know how much at the time. Many gave a
“Widow’s Mite” and not all gave in just monetary support.
13. C.R. Jordon
Charles Jordon was born in 1845 and served as a Union soldier in the Civil War. After
his service he returned to Vanndale to marry (Esther) and was a farmer in the community.
He died in 1922 and he and his wife were buried at Vanndale Cemetery. Gift $2.00.
14. S.D. Matthews
Samuel Doak Matthews was born in 1868. He contributed $2.00 for the First Baptist
Church. He died in 1952 and is buried at the Vanndale Cemetery.
15. W.D. Weatheredd
Mr. Weatheredd was born in 1852. He gave an offering of $2.00. He is buried at
Vanndale.
16. Z.H.Rowe

G.W. Hydrick
(Photo from A. Odessa Hydrick)

17. G.W. Hydrick
Mr. George Washington Hydrick was born in 1857 and worked mostly in or near the city
of Wynne as a cotton ginner and then as the town blacksmith.
He gave $5.00 to the folks collecting for the construction of the Baptist’s meeting house.
He died in 1959 and is buried at the Tyler Cemetery. His daughter, A. Odessa Hydrick
has written a book chronicling the Hydrick family entitled Old Big Grandma and Her
Hydrick Family.
18. G.P. Gardner
Mr. George Gardner was born October 14, 1859 and lived as a lumber man, ginner, and
most successfully as a merchant. He pledged $50.00 to his Baptist friends (he was a
faithful Methodist). He died September 27, 1928 and is buried at the Vanndale Cemetery.
19. C.M. Gardner
The brother of W.F. and G.P. Gardner (already listed), was born April 25, 1858. He was
Cassius Madison, and gave $5.00 to the building fund, a significant amount for a farmer
of that era. He died August 21, 1930 and is buried at Vanndale Cemetery.
20. Ed Estes
Mr. Edgar Elias Estes was born in 1871. He was a farmer in the Vanndale area and added
$5.00 to the Baptist’s effort. He died in 1938 and is buried at Vanndale.
21. J.H. Heathcock (1888-1910)
22. S.J. Crawford
Sidney Johnson Crawford was born in 1863. He was a charter member of the Baptist
Church and was an active supporter of the small congregation during its formative years.
Besides helping in areas of leadership he also contributed $25.00 for the construction of
the building. He died in 1950 and is buried at Vanndale.
23. W.Z. Campbell
William Zacheriah Campbell was born in 1866 and served the community of Vanndale as
a well-driller. He was a charter member of the church who died in 1946 and is buried at
Akins Cemetery.
24. Mrs. B.C. Baldwin
Mrs. Baldwin contributed $1.50.
25. C.S. Lemons
Mr. Lemons contributed $10.00.
26. W.A. Richards
Mr. Richards contributed $5.00.
27. Mrs. Georgia Ann Shavers
The wife of Mr. Alonzo Shavers (1844-1893) was born in 1851. She contributed $3.00.
She died in 1938 and is buried at the Cemetery at Vanndale.

28. O.A. Hamilton
Oscar Hamilton was born September 11, 1871 and died April 19, 1915 and is buried at
Vanndale. He contributed $2.00.
29. F.M. Hughey
Mr. Hughey contributed $2.00.
30. ___________ McLaren
(First name illegible). Contributed $2.00.

J.M. Levesque
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31. J.M. Levesque
Captain James Levesque was born in 1834 and served with distinction in the Civil War
for the Confederacy.
On his return home he was an active figure in Cross County politics serving as County
Clerk, Sheriff, and Treasurer for several terms.
He gave an offering of $5.00 to the Baptists to aid in their building drive. He died in 1917
and is buried at the Vanndale Cemetery.
32. J.F. Crofford
A contribution of $10.00.
33. Roy Jolly
An active and important member of the Baptist Church at Vanndale along with all of the
other members of his family.
He not only is noted here as having given a pledge for the building ($5.00), but he was
also Vanndale’s carpenter by trade and supplied the skilled labor for the construction of
the same.

34. Killough Stacy
Born in 1891 and died in 1955, he was buried at Arlington National Cemetery. He
contributed $2.00.
35. Mrs. G.W. Stacy
Mrs. Stacy was born in 1853 (her name was Eva). She and her husband sold the quarter
acre of land to the church upon which they were to build for $100.00. She is here listed
as contributing a sum of $4.00. She died in 1924 and is buried at Vanndale.
36. F.D. Rolfe
Mr. Frederick Rolfe was born in 1865. He served Cross County in politics as County
Clerk and Sheriff. He is listed on the pledge sheet as having given $25.00. He died in
1956.

Ben Block
(Chowning)
37. Ben Block
Mr. Block was a very popular Wynne merchant. In 1914 he build a magnificent twostory store building in Wynne for the display and storage of his goods.
He contributed $5.00 to the Baptists for their Church house. He died on January 4, 1918
and is buried at the Congregation of the Children of Israel Cemetery in Memphis,
Tennessee.
38. D.H. Legg
Mr. David Legg was born August 16, 1846. He served in the Confederacy during the
Civil War and served in county politics upon his return in the offices of Assessor and
Coroner. He gave $5.00. He died January 23, 1915.
39. Mrs. J.T. Fondren
Mrs. Fondren was a Vanndale school teacher and donated $1.00.
40. Barnes/Shaver Real Estate ($5.00).
41. Marjorie Hamilton
Mrs. Hamilton gave $1.00.

42. Mrs. Nancy B. Jordon
Mrs. Jordon was born in July of 1856. She was the owner of a hotel in Wynne and she
contributed $2.00. She died in 1913 and is buried at Cogbill Cemetery.

J.E. Harris
43. J.E. Harris
Mr. Harris was born in July of 1859. He was the founder of a fine lumber company in
Wynne. He contributed $10.00 to the building fund. He died in February of 1935 and is
buried at the Cogbill Cemetery.

H.A. Woodward
44. H.A. Woodward
Mr. Woodward was a noted educator of his day. He himself was educated at the Webb
School in Bell Buckle, Tennessee, at Emory University, and the University of Chicago.
While living in Cross County he married Mr. J.M. Vann’s daughter, Bessie, and served
several years as the Superintendent of Wynne Schools. Their son Vann Woodward, is a
notable southern historian and author.
Mr. Woodward contributed $5.00 to the effort of the Baptists. He died in 1964 and is
buried in Florida.
45. J.C. Harrel
Mr. Harrel was born on June 28, 1864 and served Cross County for several terms as

Clerk and as Sheriff. He pledged and paid $5.00. He died in January of 1921 and is
buried at the Cogbill Cemetery.
46. Joe Futrell
Mr. Futrell contributed $2.00 for the Baptist building program.
47. E.T. Folsom
Mr. Folsom gave $1.00 to the collectors.
48. Tim Shultz
Mr. Shultz gave $5.00.
49. F.L. Williams
50. William Robinson
William Robinson was born in 1869 and died in 1937, being buried at the Cogbill
Cemetery. He contributed $1.00.
51. J.R. Mays
Mr. Mays contributed $2.00.
52. A.H. Hammett
Mr. Hammett was a very active politician in Cross County, serving as Sheriff, Clerk, and
as Treasurer. He gave $2.50.
53. J.P Farrow
Mr. Farrow gave $1.00.
54. R.L. Thompson
Mr. Thompson gave $1.50.
55. J.C. Hunt
56. George K. Lowery
57. W.E. Sigman
Mr. Sigman was born in 1872. He and some of his family were some of the earlies
settlers of the Cross County area. They were faithful folks of the Methodist Church.
Mr. Sigman married Miss Mary McClaren and they were the parents of Jewel, Charline,
William, Eli, and Luther. He died in 1950. He contributed $2.00.
58. T.M. Pearson
Mr. Pearson contributed $2.00.
59. Claudia Vinson
Miss Vinson contributed $1.00.

T.D. Hare
(Chowning)
60. T.D. Hare
Dr. Thomas Deadrick Hare was born in 1876 and married Miss Jewel Sigman of
Vanndale. He was a family physician and druggist an was the founder of the Deadrick
& Hare Properties.
Mrs. Jewel served notably as the County Historian for many years.
Dr. Hare died in 1940 and is buried at the Vanndale Cemetery. He contributed $10.00.

C.M. Crain
61. Dr. C.M. Crain
Dr. Crain (Calvin Matthews) was born September 14, 1869 and served at Wynne as a
very fine dentist.
He was not particularly noted as a politician but he did serve with distinction as Wynne’s
Mayor. He died on October 19, 1941. He contributed $1.00.
62. O.N. Killough
Mr. Killough was born in Vanndale and died in the defense of his country in World

War II. He studied at the University of Vanderbilt and served as Mayor of Wynne and
and as a Circuit Court Judge. He was on leave from the count bench when he died in
military service. He contributed $5.00.
63. T.A. Bedford
Mr. Bedford was a druggist at Wynne. He contributed $2.50.
64. W.J. Littlefield
Mr. Littlefield contributed $5.00.
65. J.W. Rooks
Mr. Rooks contributed $1.00.
66. W.F. Smith
Mr. Smith gave $1.00.
67. J.E.A Sharp
Mr. Sharp was born August 10, 1835 and was a soldier in the Civil War on the side of the
Confederacy. He died August 5, 1918. He contributed $1.00.
68. Horace M. Fitzgerald
Mr. Fitzgerald was born in 1878. He served faithfully as a member of the Vanndale
Baptist Church with particular distinction as its Clerk (10 years). He died in 1940 and is
buried at the Vanndale Cemetery. He gave $1.00 for the building.
69. T.R. Vann
The son of Mr. J.M. Vann was born in 1877 and died in 1921. He gave $5.00 to the
Baptist building fund.
70. H.C. McCoy
Mr. McCoy and his wife were the owners of the Vanndale Motel. He was born in 1857
and died in 1914. He gave $1.00.
71. M. Rowledge
Mr. Rowledge pledged $3.15 to be offered in the form of labor.
72. E.R. Walker
Mr. Emerson Walker was born in 1859 and died in 1929. He is buried at the Vanndale
Cemetery. He contributed $2.50.
73. R. Block and Sons ($25.00)
74. Mrs. B.F. Jolly
Mrs. Birdie Fitzgerald Jolly was born January 4, 1871 and served as a charter member
and faithful member of the Vanndale Baptist Church. She was a teacher and avid writer
and she died on February 17, 1959 and is buried at Vanndale. She gave $2.00.
75. Mr. Cook
This may have been Mr. Z. Bruce Cook (1888-1981). He contributed $2.00.

The Charter Membership
Though there is some difference among historical records concerning the charter membership of
the First Baptist Church of Vanndale, the most reliable list is given my Mrs. B.F. Jolly in her
“History of Vanndale Baptist Church” of 1929. In celebrating the Homecoming of the church she
printed the brief two-page article to commemorate the event.
She mentions the thirteen (13) people listed below. The biographical information is from
surviving family members. Available photos are shown following their personal information.
1) Mrs. M.A. Green
Mrs. Mary Ann Green was a widow who brought her children West in the late 1800’s as
members of a covered wagon train, coming from Alabama. She settled in Vanndale and became
a participant in the organization of the church in 1907.
Her daughter, Estella Elizabeth, married a Sylvester Biddy who joined Mrs. Green in the effort to
establish the Baptist Church
Her son, Thomas Ross Green was also a charter member. Mrs. Ross is buried in Alabama.

Mary Ann Green

2) Thomas Ross Green
T.R. Green was born in Centre, Alabama in September of 1878 and came with his mother to
Arkansas. He was a widower on his arrival at Vanndale, having lost his wife while living in
Alabama shortly after marriage.
He had worked in a saw mill in Alabama and pursued that work while in Vanndale. He also
farmed and sought work in logging when it was available. He lived here in 1907 and joined his
mother in adding to the original membership of the First Baptist Church in Vanndale.
In 1916 he was living in Parkin and there married a Miss Sabina Ross and served as deacon at
the First Baptist Church of Parkin. He died in February of 1938 at the age of 59 and is buried at
Parkin.

After his death, Mrs. Green (his wife) gave the parcel of land to the Parkin Baptist Church upon
which their present building now stands.

3) and 4) Mr. and Mrs. Sylvester Biddy
Sylvester Biddy was born May 9, 1872. He married Miss Estella Elizabeth Green and to them
were born five sons: Jasper Hiram, Percy, Add Preston, Herman Fletcher, and Rudolph Menthon.
Mr. Biddy was very talented musically, playing violin and the piano, and found that arm
wrestling was a pastime of distinction in the community. He died April 10, 1911 and is buried in
Vanndale Cemetery, dying only one year after his church had moved into its first building. Upon
his gravestone is written, “He followed virtue as truest guide. He lived as a Christian and as a
Christian died.”
After his death, Mrs. Biddy moved to Parkin (expecting their last child – Rudolph) to be with her
people there (the Greens). Facing her was the enormous job of raising five boys as a widow.
She had been born into the Green family August 13, 1877 and found comfort in help from her
family and new friends in Parkin. In 1913 she joined other Baptists in the area to become a
charter member of the First Baptist Church of Parkin.
It is said by family members that Mrs. Biddy enjoyed quilting, crocheting, and gardening. They
were interests which often put food on the table and clothes on her family. She was an
industrious, godly woman. She died August 8, 1955 and is buried with her husband at Vanndale
Cemetery.

Mr. and Mrs. Sylvester Biddy

5) and 6) Mr. and Mrs. S.J. Crawford
Sidney Johnson Crawford (“Sid”) was born in 1863 in Kentucky and traveled with his family to
Benton County, Mississippi.
He married Miss Louise Jane Norris and supported his family as a logger and farmer. He and his
wife are buried in the Vanndale Cemetery.

Mr. and Mrs. S.J. Crawford

7) John Q. Thomas
Mr. Thomas was born in North Carolina on February 2, 1836 and came to Arkansas seeking farm
land to develop. He first settled near Wittsburg, but moved to Vanndale after serving in the
Confederacy during the Civil War. On December 17, 1873 he married Miss Josie C. Robertson
and they raised three daughters.
He was one of the first trustees at Vanndale Baptist and was also the first deacon to be ordained
at the church. Mrs. Thomas is remembered fondly as having a beautiful voice and singing in the
church choir. (She was not listed as a charter member, though she may have been. JDB).
Mr. Thomas died August 3, 1919 and he and his wife are buried at the Vanndale Cemetery.

John Q. Thomas

8) and 9) Mr. and Mrs. W.Z. Campbell
William Zachariah Campbell (“Zach”) was born in 1865 and married Miss Margaret Elizabeth
Sanders. They were both from Mississippi.
He is remembered still in Vanndale as the community servant who found water for homes and
drilled their wells. He was known affectionately as “the pump man.” Some of the members of
Vanndale Church and community remember when Mr. Campbell came to stay at their homes to
lay their well. It was often a three or four day job (no machines were used) and it was more
profitable for him to stay over for the duration. His favorite conversational phrase was said to be
“Heavens and Earth!”.
Mr. Campbell also served for 40 years as the Justice of the Peace of Cross County. In this duty
his name appears on the deed for the property which was bought in 1910 (by the church) along
with the names of the trustees.
Mr. Campbell’s most joyous official duty, however, was the joining of young couples in
matrimony. Very seldom were marriages performed at the courthouse. They were most often the
casual interruption of the Campbell home. Often couples would not even come into the house or
stand on the porch, as marriages were performed in a buggy parked (or rather, tied) outside the
front of the house. Mr. Campbell’s daughter, Mrs. Essie Stacy of Cherry Valley, sometimes
served as the official “lantern holder” for the county on after dark occasions.
One jittery couple, whose parents did not approve of their union, came to the Campbell’s one
night and faced the J.P. with compounded butterflies. Footsteps on the porch and a knock on the
door caused a drastic interruption to the ceremony as the couple fled for their lives and happiness
out the back door. They were coaxed back, however, when it was found to only be a neighbor
coming to call. A “happily ever after” followed a shaky beginning.
Mrs. Campbell served as the community mid-wife for many years and helped Dr. Griffin to bring
many of the babies of Vanndale into the world. She also served as a very kind hostess to many of
the first pastor’s of the church.
Mr. and Mrs. Campbell are buried at Akins Cemetery.

William Zachariah Campbell
(Justice of the Peace Photo)

Mr. and Mrs. William Zachariah Campbell
(Family Photo)

10) Mrs. H.J. Fincher
Mrs. Fincher was born Miss Etta Crawford in Mississippi, August 22, 1878. She was the sister of
another charter member, Mr. S.J. Crawford and married Mr. Hilliard Jefferson Fincher. Mr. W.Z.
Campbell was her brother-in-law.
When Mr. and Mrs. Fincher were married, Mr. Fincher was a devout Methodist, having been
raised so. But, they each found fellowship in the other’s church and worshipped regularly in
both. Later in life, Mrs. Fincher joined the Baptist Church.
Mrs. Fincher was a faithful church member, a loving mother, and housewife. She died December
30, 1956 at the age of 78 and is buried at Vanndale.

Mrs. H.J. (Etta) Fincher

11) S.A. Gooch
Samuel Amos Gooch (“Judge Gooch”) was born in the state of Mississippi on October 29, 1873.
He moved to Vanndale early in life and in 1898 he married Miss August Cornelia Halk of Cherry
Valley.
Mr. Gooch was not only a charter member of the church but also served as one of it first trustees.
His name appears on the deed of the land purchase of 1910.
Though he only served as county judge for a few years, he was called “Judge Gooch” for most of
his life. He was said to be a staunch supporter of the “amen corner” at the church.
He died in 1941 and is buried at the Cogbill Cemetery.

S.A. Gooch
(“Judge Gooch”)

12) Dr. J.L. Griffin
Dr. Griffin was born in Mississippi on October 14, 1874 and received his medical training at the
University of Tennessee Medical School. He began his practice in 1904 and Mrs. Zach Campbell
is said to have probably been his first patient in Vanndale. She served with him on births as the
community mid-wife for several years.
Four years after moving to Vanndale he married Miss Myrtle Shaver and together they raised
four sons. She was a teacher at the Vanndale school.
For many years Dr. Griffin worked only from house to house but eventually set up an office in
the rear room of Walker’s Drug Store (Emerson Walker). He is said to have been one of the first
owners of an automobile in the city.
Pay was scarce. Often pay took the form of a hen or eggs or some other farm commodity. Ten
dollars was the going rate for the delivery of a baby and it was on such a call that the good doctor
succumbed on December 2 or 1942. It is said that he suffered from a heart attack on his way to
deliver a child and died before help could notice him. He is buried at Vanndale.

Dr. J.L. Griffin
(Chowning)

13) Birdie Fitzgerald Jolly
Mrs. Jolly was born January 4, 1871 and married Sam Houston Jolly, a clerk from Mississippi, in
1907. She was a school teacher and played the piano for the church, which she loved so much.
Though Mr. Jolly was a member of the church he was not involved in its inception and was not
as involved in the work of the church as his wife. Of course, as her daughter Sally Kelley has
said, “No one was as active in the church as Mother!”
Mrs. Jolly wrote a brief history of the church in 1929 for a Homecoming Reunion and was an
avid poet all of her life. Her poetry has been published in such works as Normal Instructor and
Primary Plans, The Better Home, and the Baptist Advance.
Mr. Jolly died in 1913 at the age of 54 and Mrs. Jolly died February 17, 1959. They are both
buried at the Vanndale Cemetery.

Birdie Fitzgerald Jolly
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Chapter 3 The Meeting House
When the scriptures address the subject of “the Church,” it is generally understood that it is the
members who spiritually compose the Body of Christ, who are addressed. However, Southern
Baptists have always asserted a firm belief in the doctrine of the local Church.
This doctrine places certain significance upon particular congregations and the differences which
separate them from other faiths, other denominations, and even other bodies of their own
covenant.
This doctrine also recognizes the particular and personal sacredness of their place of meeting for
worship over their homes, secular buildings, and even over the buildings recognized by others as
their place of worship (i.e. “This is my church, and the place where I worship.”)
Churches have originated in caves, homes, barns, stores, courthouses, and in a variety of other
dwellings, but when the congregations grew, established, and sought permanency and security,
they built special buildings that immediately came to be known as “Churches” though they truly
were only buildings in which the Church met.
The buildings, then, have become so closely identified with the people inside (and vice-versa),
that the history of a given congregation cannot be justly chronicled without some notice of the
structures in which it has met.
In 1907 the retired Cross County Courthouse in Vanndale was being used primarily as a high
school. But, it was also lent for other community functions and thus became the site for the
Baptist revival meeting which was led by Brother Murphy.
After the success of the meeting, however, it was evident that different facilities would be
required for the newborn Church. When the need became evident to other Christian brothers and
sisters in the community, a helpful temporary solution was offered. The Vanndale Methodists
offered their Church facility for use by the Baptists.1 The offer was gratefully accepted and
served as a home for the new congregation for more than two years.2
As described in Chapter 2, the first permanent meeting house of the Baptists in Vanndale was
erected in 1910. The funds for building the one room structure were raised among the members
of the Church and community. The pledge sheet amounts from the door to door drive totaled a
sum of $579.15. Some contributed labor and materials.
After purchasing a quarter acre of land one block Northeast of the courthouse, the young Church
was ready to build. They paid $100.00 to Mr. and Mrs. G.W. Stacy for the land and used the
balance of their fund to begin construction. Mrs. Jolly’s record indicates that a small promissory
note was also acquired from the local bank to take up the slack in their capital.3
A white-washed, one-roomed structure was erected by the men of the church under the direction
of Mr. Roy Jolly, Vanndale’s only professional carpenter.
An entrance enclosure introduced one into the sanctuary. It was a part of the steeple/bellfry
structure which identified the building as a Church.

Used “opera chairs” were bought and installed to serve as pews and the building was heated by a
cast-iron coal stove which sat in the middle of the auditorium.4
On warm and hot days the windows were raised and the doors were thrown open to allow a
gentle breeze. On such days even the non-Churched who walked the streets of the community
heard the testimony of old hymns, prayers, and sermons wafting through the air from the Baptist
Church. Many probably fought the conviction to wander from the streets and through the doors
of welcome. Some probably fought unsuccessfully.
The church worshipped for 38 years in this same building, meeting at firs once a month (quartertime), later twice monthly (half-time), but finally every Sunday (full-time).
In 1948 a drive was sponsored by Robert and Cecil Rolland along with Charles Lovrien to raise
money for the purpose of construction of a new Church building.5 Plans were made to build a
larger auditorium and five extra rooms to facilitate Sunday School, Training Union, and other
organizational meetings.
The Church was unanimous in its effort to raise money for the new building and called a special
business meeting after the services on February 13, 1948 for the discussion of strategy.6 Money
raising ideas were discussed, including the performance of a play by the young people, and the
formal approach of Church members not attending Church for donations.7
The Church was meeting full-time and voted to donate the entire offering of every first Sunday
to the building program.8 Members dug deep to finance the raising of the new building. Hard
work, personal sacrifice, and exemplary stewardship pave the way for success. Some gave egg
money, some sold garden produce door to door, and some picked cotton to earn extra pledge
money.
On May 5, 1971 the Church met for important business matters among which was a motion to
institute a “pay as you go” building program for educational space.9 The motion was approved
along with a call for personal commitment from each member to give $1.00 each Sunday night to
the program.10
A building committee was appointed which consisted of Gerald Rolland, Jimmy Gaines, Lex
Ginn, Terry Clark, Jerry Searcy, and Roger Rolland.11 Through their leadership a fine five-room
block building was built to house children’s Sunday School and Church Training as well as a
nursery.
The Church acquired a small block building when it purchased the land near the rail road West
of the meeting house and a beautiful brick parsonage was built under the direction of John Smith
in 1968. The Church presently has an adequate amount of functional space, owns over 20 acres
of land, and is completely free of debt.

This is a picture of the old courthouse taken by Mrs. Sally Kelley,
the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. S.H. Jolly when when was 10 years old.

This is a photo of the first building erected in 1910
on the site of the present Church.

This is the building erected in 1949 and the adjacent
educational building that was added in 1971.
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Chapter 4 Some Moments (Minutes) in History
Baptist Churches exercise a democratic form of government in the handling of their business
affairs. Important matters are discussed in a semi-formal meeting which is lead by an elected
moderator and recorded by an elected Clerk.
This record of the Clerk composes the Church “minutes” of the meeting and they are important
to the function of the Church in providing for a continuity of action as well as preserving such
action historically.
The oldest minutes existing today of the Vanndale Baptist Church go back to 1930, during the
ministry of Pastor Peter B. Kinsolving.
The first order of business found in these records was the determining of a time for regular
business session. Formerly, the Church did not conduct regular formal sessions, simply handling
matters in a casual manner as they arose.
For this reason, no records or minutes go gack beyond April 6, 1930 except for one comment
inserted after November 7, 1930.
Following are some excerpts from the minutes for your enjoyment:
April 6, 1930 (Oldest minutes existing)
When to hold regular conference was discussed by Brother J.C. Swaim and Brother S.I
Robinson. The Church voted to hold regular conference on the first Sunday night of each
month. Mrs. Nellie Know was elected Sunday School teacher for the Intermediate Class.
P.B Kinsolving – Moderator
W.D. Hastings – Clerk
May 4, 1930
The committee was appointed by the Moderator to collect money to pay the insurance on
the Church and property. The committeemen were: W.D. Hastings, S.I. Robinson, and
Dr. J.L. Griffin.
September 7, 1930
Should the Church be admitted to the Tri-County Association was discussed by Dr. J.L.
Griffin, S.I. Robinson, and Mr. J.C. Swaim. The vote was taken and the Church remained
in the Mt. Zion Association.
Brother Kinsolving was called to pastor Vanndale Baptist Church indefinite. The vote
was taken and carried.
September 30, 1930
The business was, How to finance the Church this year.
The budget plan was adopted and a committee was appointed to work on this plan.
The committeemen were: Dr. J.L. Griffin, S.I. Robinson, W.D. Hastings, Mrs. J.C.
Swaim, Mrs. Roy Jolly, and Miss Dorthy Hodges.

October 19, 1930
. . . item of (previous) conference was the indefinite call extended to our present
pastor, Rev. P.B. Kinsolving for one-half time. The salary was fixed a $50.00 per
month. He reduced it to $40.00 voluntarily.
Delegates elected to Mt. Zion Association were: Mr. and Mrs. Roy Jolly, Mr. and Mrs.
J.C. Swaim, and Rev. P.B. Kinsolving.
The matter of Vanndale Church joining the Tri-County Association was brought up but
action deferred on account of absence of some.
November 7, 1930
Our beloved pastor, P.B. Kinsolving, tendered his resignation to accept full-time work
elsewhere. The resignation was accepted and our pastor given the parting hand amid
tears and sorrowful regrets.
(Just before the December 21, 1930 minutes entry, Clerk W.D. Hastings has inserted a
record from December 18, 1927. Prefacing the record is this personal explanation -“This is the only minutes recorded during the office of J.B. Fitzgerald, a friend of about
10 years.”) DB
December 18, 1927
Vanndale Baptist Church met in conference and recalled Bro. L.T. Wallace for the
following year.
Roy Jolly – Moderator
J.B. Fitzgerald, Clerk
(Mr. Fitzgerald was Clerk from 1920-1927. This would indicate that the existing minutes are the
only records which ever existed. Apparently, there was no custom before 1930 of formally
recording the proceedings of business conference. DB)
December 21, 1930
Talks were made on the importance of calling a preacher by Mrs. Roy Jolly, Mildred
Fitzgerald, Horace Fitzgerald and Birdie Jolly. Bro. Horace nominated Bro. Ralph Kerley
of Jonesboro who was elected.
The Church Clerk was authorized to inform Bro. Kerley which was done the same day.
W.D. Hastings – Moderator
Mrs. J.C. Swaim – Clerk
February 1, 1931
The pastor made a statement that the officers and teachers had a meeting and voted to
take a religious census of the community. The pastor’s salary was brought up . . . was
fixed at $40.00 per month. The pastor asked that an entertainment committee be
appointed so that he would always have a home.
July 9, 1931
A volunteer committee was appointed to build an arbor for use during the revival.

(Updated)
A most gracious rev(ival) was held by the pastor Bro. Kerley, assisted by Bro. Floyd
Chappin, who led the singing
The result was 26 conversions. One from the Methodists. Five by letter.
August 16, 1931
Active steps were taken to raise $50.00 on pastor’s salary. Committee appointed:
W.D. Hastings, Mrs. Harry Kelley, and Mr. J.C. Swaim.
September 20, 1931
(It was moved) that we call (indefinitely) Bro. Kerley at a salary of $25.00 per month
while the “depression” lasts.
April, 1932
The subject of calling a pastor was raised. Rev. G.D. Falkner was elected for the ensuing
year.
September 18, 1932
Mrs. Roy Jolly, Mrs. Jodie Crawford, and Mrs. Hubert Harris appointed to collect
pastor’s salary.
March 5, 1933
Bro. W.D. Hastings and Estes Jolly were granted license to preach.
November 18, 1934
Motion put before the church and carried unanimously to petition for admittance into
the Tri-County Association.
A.M. Senter, Moderator
Mrs. M. Crawford, Clerk
February 3, 1935
Motion . . . made and carried to pay $1.00 per month to the Co-operative Program.
March 3, 1935
Motion put before the Church and carried to employ Authur White as janitor at $1.25
per month.
July, 1940
A revival was held. Bro. Meek doing the preaching and Bro. Carl Overton led the
singing. About 20 conversions. Sixteen baptized.
February 13, 1948
The meeting was called to order by Brother McMinnis.
A report of the building fund was given by Mrs. Mary Rolland and plans for raising more
money were discussed. Motion was made and seconded that the young people of the
Church put on a play.
Other members not attending Church be contacted and ask(ed) for donations.

Bro. McMinnis – Moderator
Mrs. S.D. Matthews – Clerk
October 17, 1948
Motion made and second(ed) to use the offering of each first Sunday for the Church
building fund.
Motion made and second(ed) to see Joe Wilcox about building the Church.
June 26, 1949
Motion made and seconded that our Church sponsor a mission revival. The meeting to be
held in the vacant building by Orman’s Store between Vanndale and Cherry Valley.
December 1, 1954
Brother Olie Curtis made motion to accept Brother (G.E.) Minton as deacon. Bro.
Lovrien seconded motion. Motion carried.
Discussion was entered into as to whether the Church would have a cotton crop next
year. All voted to have one if the land could be found available.

Chapter 5 Shepherds of the Flock
Pastors fit as strange milestones in the history of any Church because they are most often foreign
to the community and the body in which they serve. Their place of leadership in the Church
makes them central in the activity of the Church through history, yet the Church does not find its
identity in them.
But, on the other hand, the men listed below as previous pastors of the First Baptist Church of
Vanndale have no identity relevant to this history apart from their times of brief association with
the Church. Such is the lot of men of dedication. For a brief time their lives were the Church and
for that they are herein fondly remembered and honored.
1. J.N. Robertson (1907-1909)
Brother Robertson was the first man called to be pastor of the Church. He led the small
congregation for two years as they met first in the old courthouse and then in the
Methodist Church building. The membership more than doubled during his ministry.
For many years the pastor was only a weekend visitor who stayed in the homes of
gracious members. During Brother Robertson’s ministry the Church only met once a
month and he would ride the “cannonball” from his home in Paragould to Vanndale
in time for a Saturday evening service. After the Sunday morning service he would
retrace the same route.
He most often stayed in the W.Z. Campbell home and took all of his meals there. The
family looked with great expectation toward the pastor’s visit each month.
Brother Robertson was evidently a great believer in family discipline, as may be noted
in a story told of him. While preaching vigorously one Sunday morning, he was
distracted by the antics of his small son sitting on the front seat. He calmly paused,
stepped down from the pulpit, picked up his son and left the building. The racket outside
left no doubt to the congregation as to what was occurring between father and son. The
two re-entered the room, the pastor picked up where he had left off in his message, and
the cherubic offspring sat on his appointed seat in quiet spiritual devotion for the rest of
the service!
Brother Robertson served also at Fellowship in 1907. The “circuit-riding” pastor
preached, taught, and counseled as he could on his stays, but the health and life of the
Church was in its members.
2. J.H. Pennock (1910-Eleven Months)
The Church made preparations for and built its first permanent structure for worship
under Brother Pennock’s ministry. His part in the effort was mostly one of
encouragement and support on his monthly visits. The members once again took the
initiative and did what was necessary to promote and expand the work of the Church.
The pastor was secondary in the cause.
Brother Pennock stayed most often in the home of the Jollys. Mrs. Sally Kelley (Jolly)
remembers the hustle and bustle of preparation of Saturdays in expectation of the pastor.

Each family member had a special job to accomplish before the arrival of their honored
guest.
Brother Pennock served in the Cherry Valley Baptist Church in 1912.
3. E.P. Minton (1911-1913)
The third pastor of the Vanndale Baptist Church was a distinguished man among
Arkansas Baptists. he is listed among R.S. Rogers’ “Twelve Pioneer Heroes” of the
Baptist faith in Arkansas.1

E.P. Minton (Photo from Rogers)
Minton was born in Cherokee County, Alabama in 1847, the son of Rev. Silvanius M.
Minton.2 He was converted at the age of 18 at the Old Salem Baptist Church in Alabama
and was ordained at 26 at the Philadelphia Baptist Church in Craighead County,
Arkansas.3
Brother Minton made Jonesboro his home for 51 years and from that hub in East
Arkansas served his Lord fervently in behalf of Baptists on many levels. He is noted as
having served the Mt. Zion Association as Moderator for a total of eight years.4
E.J.A. McKinney, editor of the Baptist Advance, said of Brother Minton.
“Brother Minton, as a preacher, was a bright, witty, spicy, enthusiastic, and brief
speaker. When I was a boy it was common in my section for people to complain at
his short sermons.”5
He is recorded as having led twelve different congregations in erecting Church buildings
and also having pastored the following Churches:
Harrisburg, Wynne, Black Rock, Walnut Ridge, Imboden, Hardy, Rector, Piggott,
Cherry Valley, Pocahontas, Bono, McCrory, Luxora, Osceola, Marked Tree, Vanndale,
Bay, Black Oak, New Hope, Philadelphia, Herman, Macedonia, Oak Grove, Bethel,
and Antioch.6

While serving at Vanndale, Brother Minton traveled from Jonesboro each Saturday
afternoon and found his abode most often in the home of W.Z. Campbell.
4. J.C. Swaim (1914-1916) (1918-1923)
Brother Joseph Carlyle Swaim was born in Tocopola, Mississippi in 1853, was left
an orphan at the age of 10, but managed to work his way through Jacinto Academy,
University of Mississippi, and later Southern Baptist Theological Seminary.7
He married Miss Rebecca Norris and together they moved to Vanndale in 1911. They
moved into the old John Q. Thomas house which stood where the parsonage stands now
and they both became well loved in the community as teachers at the school. Bro. Swaim
taught fifth grade while she taught various grades. He served more distinctively as the
principal for many years.
Brother Swaim was very popular in this area as a revival preacher, served at Vanndale on
two separate occasions, and was one of the instrumental leaders in the founding of the
Tri-County Baptist Association in 1925.8
Mrs. Swaim (known affectionately as “Reb” by her husband) is spoken of as an
outspoken leader in the Church at Vanndale as a member first and last but also as a
pastor’s wife. She is said to have been a very good Bible teacher.
The fondest memory which some have of Brother Swaim is of him pacing from the end
of their long front porch, around its corner, and down the side porch, arms folded in deep
concentration – loudly practicing his message for the next day. The children would come
to watch to their amusement, but the adults would avoid passing so that Sunday’s
message would not be a “re-run.”
5. J.H. Martin (1917, Eleven months)
Brother Martin was a gentleman in his mid-fifties who led the Church to a 113 member
enrollment during his brief ministry.
6. J.C. Richey (1923, Six months)
Brother Richey is the only one of our pastors who also served a term as a Director of
Missions, Tri-County Association.
7. Dr. L.T. Wallace (1924-1928)
Dr. Wallace was born in 1882 in Kentucky to a very distinguished southern family,
finding distinction in his own right as a scholar and educator. He was a graduate of
William Jewel College, Mercer University, and Southwestern Seminary with A.B.,
A.M. (music), Th.M, Th.D, and Ph.D. degrees.9
He as a professor of Bible for 22 years, a teacher of Bible and Greek at Ouachita, was
considered an excellent communicator from the pulpit.
He married Miss Jessie Leigh Iler who is said to have been a very friendly person and
asset to her husband’s ministry.

Mrs. Violet Imboden recalls that Bro. Wallace preached and led the music at Vanndale.
He used a baton (homemade by all accounts) to lead the choir and congregation in
singing and often had to play “hide and seek” for it (the baton) before services could
begin. The children did the hiding; the pastor did the seeking.
Brother Wallace served as pastor at Brookland from 1925-27 and then served at Weiner
in 1928.
8. Peter B. Kinsolving (1929-30)
(A detailed biography of this pastor is in Chapter 6).
9. Ralph Kerley (1931)
Brother Kerley was from Jonesboro and was a well-liked pastor.
He instructed the Church in scriptural criteria for Churches and ministers before he
responded positively to the call to Vanndale.
While serving at Vanndale he conducted its first community census for evangelistic
purposes.
He served at Walnut Street from 1932 to 1934, at New Hope in 1934, and at Mt. Pleasant
in 1935. He also served at Barton’s Chapel in 1941.
10. Dr. G.D. Faulkner (1932-1933)
Dr. Faulkner was called to pastor Vanndale in April of 1932 and the Church grew to 151
resident members under his ministry.
W.D. Hastings and Estes Jolly were licensed to the Gospel Ministry while he was pastor.
He served at Philadelphia in Mt. Zion in 1931 and 1932 and went to Lunsford after he
left Vanndale.
11. A.M. Senter (1934-1935)
Brother Senter accepted the call to Vanndale for only one year and is noted in the minutes
as having led a tremendous revival that added many souls to the Church.
Many repairs were made to the Church building under his direction; painting, new
window and door screens, and new doors.
At his leadership the Church made formal application to enter the Tri-County Baptist
Association. The Church was accepted in 1935.
Brother Senter pastored Cherry Valley in 1932 and in 1935. He led New Antioch in 1933
and the Hydrick Baptist Church in 1935.
12. C.E. Patch (1935)
Brother Patch pastored Vanndale and Cherry Valley while at the same time serving at the
Wynne Baptist Church.
13. Roe J. Caldwell (1936-1937)
Brother Caldwell also served at Cherry Valley and the Hydrick Baptist Church in 1936.

When the Church was going through financial hard times he voluntarily reduced his
salary to $20.00 per month.
14. P.W. Clampitt (1938-1939)
Brother Clampitt left Vanndale in 1939 to serve as the pastor of the Cherry Valley Baptist
Church.
15. Charles Meek (1940-1941)
Brother Meek baptized 30 people in his brief stay at Vanndale and the resident
membership grew to 152.
He left Vanndale to attend seminary.
16. Bob Wells (1942)
A creative leader, Brother Wells led a week long Bible School with preaching services
in the evenings for the entire community.
17. O.C. Priddy (1942-1943)
Brother Priddy studied at Ouachita while he served at Vanndale. He served from
Septtember of 1942 to May of 1943.
18. Autrey Thomas (1943)
Brother Thomas was also a student at Ouachita.
19. D.C. Applegate (1944-1946)
20. Ralph Caldwell (1947)
21. Freeman McMennis (1948-1949)
Brother McMennis baptized 18 people during his brief stay at Vanndale.
22. __________ Hall (1950)
Pastored only a short time and was afflicted with health problems.
23. Raymond Liner (1950)
24. Wilson Fitzgerald (1951)
25. Morgan Burge (1952-1954)
Brother Burge baptized 37 people during his ministry at Vanndale. The resident
membership grew to 171.
26. E.T. Heathscott (1954)
The Sunday School enrollment grew to 120 during Brother Heathscott’s ministry.
27. Russel Holiman (1955)
28. J.E. Jackson (1956-1957)
29. Bob Miles (1958)

30. G.E. Minton (1958-1965)
Brother Minton was one of the most solidly productive spiritual leaders of the history
of the Church.
He and his dear wife brought their family to Vanndale in 1954 and became leading
members of the Vanndale Baptist Church. Mr. and Mrs. Minton served the Church as
a lay family in classes and on committees for several years. On December of 1954
Brother Minton was appointed as deacon to the Church. Such total service and
dedication was matched only by Brother J.C. Swaim in the past of Vanndale.
Brother Minton was a sincere, hard worker for his Lord and his Church. He baptized
74 people as pastor of the Church (he was called to this phase of his service in 1958) and
the 50% increase in Sunday School enrollment from 1958 to 1965 when he left
indicates a real and substantial growth in the body of the Church.
He left Vanndale in 1965 and was serving at Harris Chapel Baptist Church at the time
of his death.
31. Arnold Clayton (1965-1967)
During Brother Clayton’s ministry at Vanndale he baptized 28 people and led the Church
to a growth of 294 in resident membership.
32. Andrew J. Jackson (1968-1970)
Brother Jackson baptized 68 people during his service at Vanndale.
He led the congregation in the construction of a beautiful parsonage on land given to the
Church by Luther Sigman. Mr. John Smith engineered the work and Brother Jackson
became the first pastor to live in the new home.
33. Bill Gaston (1971-1972)
Brother Gaston baptized 20 people during his ministry at Vanndale.
Under his direction the Church began to a building program for more educational space.
34. Geoge Fink (1973-1980)
Brother Fink baptized over 200 people during his ministry at Vanndale.
He led in the mission organization of the Pleasant Hill Baptist Church.
35. Dennis Bain (1980-1985)
Brother Bain is the author of this history and chronicles his experience with the folks
at Vanndale in Chapter 7.
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Chapter 6 Memories of a Pastor
Brother Peter B. Kinsolving was a pastor of the First Baptist Church of Vanndale for two years
(1929-1930). Half of his ministry has record born in the oldest minutes (Chapter 4) of the Church
and are testimony to his success and popularity as a shepherd.
Brother Pete lives in Dyersburg, Tennessee (1013 Pillow Avenue, 38024, he would be delighted
to receive a letter from old friends). He was born January 26, 1908 in Harrisburg, Arkansas but
grew up in Missouri.
His first pastorate was in 1928 where he served at Childers Chapel in the Mt. Zion Association.
Vanndale was his second pastorate and he attended Jonesboro College during his service. He
also served at the Brookland Baptist Church in 1930. He is recorded as also having served at
Harrisburg Baptist (1932-1934), Mt. Pisgah (1933), and the Bethel Baptist Church (1933-1934).
In 1931 he married Luxora (Dr. R.G. Lee performing the ceremony in his Church at Memphis).
During World War II he served the Lord in St. Louis, Missouri at the Pinelawn Baptist Church.
He led the congregation of the Shelbyville Mills Baptist Church in Shelbyville, Tennessee from
1955 to 1958. He had a very successful ministry there and created “The Little White Church in
the Village” radio ministry.
He moved to Dyersburg in 1960 and pastored a mission Church sponsored by the First Baptist
Church there. In 1966 he led in the organization of the Second Baptist Church of Dyersburg and
served the folks there for two years.
Mrs. Kinsolving died in August of 1972 while they still resided in Dyersburg at the age of 66.
They had been married for 41 years.
He has since remarried and he and his wife Beverly live pleasantly, though simply, in Dyersburg.
At the author’s request he has contributed the follow words and memories. It is with great
gratitude, honor, and warmth that the words are received.

“Memories of Old Vanndale, Arkansas”
by Peter B. Kinsolving
When I recall the golden days and treasured memories of my ministry in Vanndale Baptist
Church, many of the names and faces have grown dim with the years. The ministry began in the
summer of 1929 and closed in November of 1930. The Vanndale Church was a half-time
Church. They had preaching two Sundays each month. I was a student at Jonesboro Baptist
College and graduated in the Spring of 1930. James Fitzgerald was a student there also (author’s
note – Brother Fitzgerald was the first young man to be licensed to preach at Vanndale Baptist). I
resigned the Vanndale Baptist Church to go to Luxora, Arkansas to a full-time Church.

Some of the dear people and families I do recall are: Rev. and Mrs. Joseph C Swaim, S.I. (Uncle
Sid) Robinson, the teacher, Gilbert Castleberry and his family (they lived in the old courthouse
building). Sally Kelley, her famous husband, Harry Kelley, a major league baseball player, and
her mother Birdie Jolly, who wrote beautiful poetry. Then, there was Roy Jolly, his wife Bess
and their family. Jim and Fannie McCay and their three sons, Dallas, Wayne, and Thurmond. Jim
McCay was an orchard (peach) expert. I baptized him in 1934 in Harrisburg, Arkansas after a
great revival held there.
Horace Mann Fitzgerald and his family, James Fitzgerald’s parents were all friends of mine
during that time. Mr. Fitzgerald also owned a peach orchard.
Dear old Dr. Griffin and his wife stand out like mountain peaks in my memory. Mark McAfee
and his family with a pretty daughter named Maurine are a part of that picture. Remember,
Brother Pete B. Kinsolving was a young preacher and single at that time!
I married Mary Jewel Galyean in Luxora, Arkansas in February of 1931. Dr. Robert G. Lee,
pastor of Bellevue Baptist Church in Memphis performed the ceremony in his Church office.
Remember, people went to Church in those days. Radio was just beginning to come into focus in
the homes of America. Vanndale was a little village, no picture show or other forms of
entertainment. The Church was the social center. The climate has changed for the Church. We
have beautiful buildings, well paid ministers, large Church budgets, and poorly attended
Churches. The masses have quit going to Church. Consequently, baptisms are at the lowest ebb
in years.
As incredible as it seems, I baptized 500 people every summer, on the average, for fifteen years
of my ministry. We had wagons, walked, came in old cars to the services. What a joy to preach
in those days! There was little pay for it. The poor couldn’t give and the rich gave little.
Preachers preached for the great joy of the response to the Gospel call.
One of the most notable conversions I remember at Vanndale was the conversion of a Mr.
Proctor. I went out to meet him, crawled up into the wagon and sat down beside him. I was told
all the preachers had tried him but he was hopeless. Would you believe it? When I finished, he
climbed down out of the wagon, came into the Church and was converted. He was baptized at
the close of a revival. I went to see him years later, shortly before he died. I asked him if the
anchor was still holding. He said, “It is and if you hadn’t come along I would probably be a lost
man today.”
The year of 1930 was one of the driest years on record. It was the great “dust bowl” year in
Oklahoma. It was dry in old Vanndale and hot, as I remember. There was no air-conditioning in
the Churches in those days. Still, the Churches were jam-packed with people. Babies laid on
pallets on the platform of the pulpit. The preacher had to be careful not to step on a baby. The
windows would be open and we had plenty of flies, gnats, wasps, bees, and dust coming through
the windows.
A Baptist preacher was preaching in a Methodist Church and spied a glass of water sitting on the
pulpit as he preached. With welcome relief from the dry heat he drank the water during his
sermon. After turning the services back over to the host, the Methodist minister said, “Well,

folks, we were supposed to have a baptismal service after our guest finished preaching, but I’m
afraid he has drunk our baptistery dry!”

Chapter 7 Today
In the author’s experience, the Vanndale Baptist Church has continued from the past into the
present with a progress this is reminiscent of its respectable heritage. The names and faces have
changed over the years, but the Church has remained essentially the same in its wholesome,
rural, simplicity.
The city of Vanndale is just a shell in comparison to what it once was. It has not equaled its
“county seat” glory in many, many years. There are still a few places of commerce that faithfully
serve the community. The U.S. Post Office is still maintained and the Elementary School is still
a thriving institution.
But, the population is merely a shadow of what it has been in the past 80 years and those among
the populous who seek religious fellowship now divide their devotion among seven different
Churches in a five mile radius instead of just one Methodist and one Baptist Church. The fact
that the resident membership of the First Baptist Church of Vanndale is still over 150 (more than
twice the membership of 1911 when the city was densely populated and had only two Churches)
and that the weekly worship service attendance is often more than half of that figure (a
noteworthy statistic in any Church) is a spiritual phenomenon.
The great majority of those who attend services at the Church still find their homes in the
community of Vanndale itself. This fact is of vital importance to the life of the Church as it
connects it to the source of its origin and purpose. The members are of varying trades and
occupations and there is representation of every age level.
In 1980 the church bought new hymnals for the auditorium and also created a memorial library
which now has over 300 volumes and includes a 200 tape cassette ministry. Audio-visual aids
from the library assist teachers in the presentation of their weekly lessons. These aids and helps,
along with teachers training seminars and personal individual creativity and devotion, have
produced exceptionally well-trained Bible instructors who are perhaps the asset of greatest note
within the Church.
In 1981 the church proposed to remodel the auditorium to accommodate a new fiberglass
baptismal tank so that baptism could be a formal part of the weekly worship service and so that
candidates could be baptized at any time during the year without having to borrow another
Church facility. Along with the new baptistery came a redefinition of the Church’s stand on the
rite itself. Careful, strict counseling precedes all baptisms. Each candidate is thoroughly discipled
before his immersion in accordance with the Lord’s teachings in Matthew 28:19-20. (Go, teach,
then baptize, then continue to teach).
The money for the baptistery project was raised in only two months and exceeded the necessary
amount. The rest of the money was used to restore the North auditorium wall and the platform
and choir loft to any earlier state. The auditorium was also recarpeted, card and communion glass
holders were added to the pews, a new sound system was added, a cassette accompaniment
stereo was donated, and the vestibule was redecorated. The whole building was also completely
electrically rewired.

In 1982 the Church began to remodel and improve the pastor’s home. A new septic and field line
system was installed, a wood-burning heater was installed (with faithful members providing free
fire wood from their own labor), storm windows were installed and carpet was laid. Recently,
more carpet has been added, new lights and a ceiling fan also and a new sheetrock ceiling.
Throughout 1982 each room in the Church was painted, with the kitchen flooring being replaced,
and in 1983 the outside of the building was repainted.
From 1980 to 1983 the Church completely recreated it financial system in order to gain
economic stability and security. Accounts were established for the holding and application of
specially designated money. Transactions in behalf of the Church were restrained to a cash basis
when allowable with limited spending authority.
A reasonable and yet challenging budget system was established to guide the Church to financial
stability and has provided a base for complete financial freedom for the Church family. On May
1, 1983 the Church triumphantly retired a tremendous bank loan debt and celebrated the
beginning of a new era of stewardship opportunity.
The progress of Church buildings and programs indicate a healthy pride in “institution” and is
generally a reflection of a deeper kind of progress. The Church has also progressed spiritually.
The two Crestpark nursing homes in Wynne have benefitted from the regular ministry of the
members of the Vanndale Baptist Church and the Tri-County Association is served on boards,
for camps, and on committees.
In 1982 several members embarked on a sign language training course for the purpose of
ministering to a deaf/mute family in the community.
That same year the Church created “The Word Study” radio broadcast through the KWYN
station in Wynne. Through this medium the Church was able to enlarge its outreach to touch
more people with the Word of God than it had in its 78 years combined. A 30 mile radius
reached out each Sunday morning and ministered to hundreds of homes at once. Members
announced, sang, and testified in active participation on the air. The revival evangelists for the
Church were pre-revival speakers by way of this medium and paved the way for the meetings
themselves.
The Church pioneered video media ministries which from time to time provided expert teaching,
revival preparation, and opened new possibilities of communication of Bible doctrine.
In 1982 the Church began to grow into the training of the “Institute on Basic Youth Conflicts.”
At present the Church boasts of 15 IBYC alumni with two Advanced Seminar graduates.
A very special ministry which touches the whole congregation in a personal way is the postal
outreach. Each birthday and each anniversary is recognized with a personal card of well wishes
and congratulations. This is also a way to insure that the inactive members of a continued Church
concern for them.

Missions giving has increased with regularity with special emphasis on Lottie Moon (foreign
missions), Annie Armstrong (home missions), Dixie Jackson (state missions), and the Family
and Child Care Offerings (once each month and at Thanksgiving).
Two Christian “self-help” programs were instituted in 1982 and 1983 with great interest and
participation among the Church members and from some in the community. One was “How to be
the Wife of a Happy Husband” and the other was “Free to be Thin.”
Discipleship of new members has been greatly emphasized and adults have been trained in the
TELL witnessing method (stressing lifestyle witness). One of the greatest advances has been in
family evangelism. Families have learned to renew the Gospel appeal from generation to
generation by the sharing of grace from family member to family member. Noah may be thought
by some to have been an evangelistic failure because no one responded to his preaching for 180
years before the flood, but he must truly be classified as a great success because he got every
member of his family into the ark!
The scriptures have been exalted to a place of utmost importance. Classes have been organized
for the purpose of memorizing scripture in volume. Devotional reading of the scriptures has been
emphasized, Sunday School and Church Training is introduced with the reading of books of the
Bible by passage, and Genesis to Revelation expository preaching has been the commitment of
the pulpit, preaching through the whole Bible.
The First Baptist Church of Vanndale TODAY is still a body of resource and ability. God is
continuing to bless and the Church has promise of blessing for a worthy tomorrow.

Chapter 8 Tomorrow
The small rural congregation will always feel the tension of year to year survival, wherever it
may locate. It will operate from offering to offering and from ministry to ministry to ends within
its means.
Such conditions could often bring despair, but they more often serve as a seed-bed for faith and
fellowship of the most practical and productive kind.
Of the thousands of Southern Baptist Churches in the United States, the greater majority of them
are smaller than 150 in resident membership. They are the core and life-blood of a denomination
and they reflect communities and historical continuity. Indeed, smallness is not badness and need
not be given up as limited, narrow, secluded, or insignificant. Rather, terms of warmth,
familiarity, simplicity, and resourcefulness should be applied.
The virtues of the country Church, however, must not lie merely in its quaintness or its
comfortable simplicity. They must arise naturally out of the congregation’s usefulness in its
setting.
Existence alone is not a virtue at all and if a congregation expends most of it energies and efforts
to survive, it has actually ceased to exist, because it is far removed from its sublime charter and
the Great Commission has become negated by neglect.
If any small Church in a rural setting is to enter the future in the name of Jesus with boldness it
must find its continued existence securely based upon its original divine purpose and it must find
new ways to divide its meager “five loaves and two fishes” so that scores may benefit from its
miracles and message.
In 1907 a Baptist Church was needed in Vanndale, Arkansas. The Church was born out of a need
in the community and its only resources for ministry were its members. Not money, not its
buildings, not elaborate programs, not even in its ministers. People. The Church is the people.
It would be fatal to the health of the Church then, if the Church ceased to address the needs of
the community TODAY. There would be no TOMORROW. When a membership congregates to
receive it has strayed from its purpose. When a Shepherd’s duties are those of serving the sheep
and waiting upon them instead of leading the flock into the fields, he will find only frustration
and discouragement.
The future of the Vanndale Baptist Church lies in the hands of the members of the body and how
they perceive their purpose and mission. Their success or failure rests upon the diligence with
which they apply themselves in submission to their divine commission. Buildings will fall and
rise, programs will aid and then pass on, ministers will come and go.
The members are the Church. They were in the past. They will be in the future.

My Church
Among the Sweetest spots on earth
Is this my dear Church-home,
To which in joy and zeal, or grief,
How often have I come!
Modest and plain and void of show,
In sunlight glistening fair,
With waving foliage bending o’er
Like the Shekinah there.
Ah, in this building God’s own face
Has shown upon His own,
And souls that sought for light have found
The glory of His throne.
There while my pulse with rapture thrilled
And congregation praised,
And minister with touching theme
Our spirits upward raised.
I’ve looked in an accustomed pew
To dear dark eyes aglow.
With light and love born from above
The lost can never know.
Alas! There came a dreary day
When through this open door
My love was borne all still and cold,
Life’s toils forever o’er.
And at that sacred altar bowed
Beneath the chast’ning rod,
I, weak and desolate, undone,
Renewed my vows to God.
T’is He alone has borne my care
Through all the dreary days
And hours with lonely sorrow filled,
T’is He who merits praise.
Then do I not His house revere?
Shall not my life be spent
Its every interest to promote
And with this be content?

Ah, yes, my little Church I love
Its mem’ries e’er shall cling,
For all my hopes are anchored on
Her Lord, my God and King
Birdie Fitzgerald Jolly
Vanndale, Arkansas
January 27, 1916

Birdie Fitzgerald Jolly
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Thank You for Selecting and Reading
Among the Sweetest
I want to thank you for reading Among the Sweetest. I hope that you enjoyed reading it as much
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that you think might be blessed by it.
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Follow my writings – I would be thrilled to have you as a member of my electronic
congregation.
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